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In a March 3 communique, the Democratic Convergence, a coalition of leftist parties, announced
that it has proposed rescheduling the election for July 9, and called for a March 7-9 meeting of
government, rebel and political party representatives in Mexico to negotiate steps to end the
civil war. The Convergence also accused the government and the rightist Republican Nationalist
Alliance (ARENA) of procrastinating in response to rebel initiatives to postpone the election
and negotiate a settlement. "The [ruling] Christian Democratic Party and ARENA are trying to
take advantage of the situation for propagandistic electoral ends, thus manipulating the people's
desire for peace," said the communique. The Convergence also asserted that the two parties
intend to prevent postponement of the election by stalling until March 19. On March 7 in San
Salvador, Guillermo Ungo, presidential candidate for the Democratic Convergence, blamed the
government for torpedoing the peace initiative offered by the Farabundo Marti National Liberation
Front (FMLN). Ungo said the Christian Democrat and ARENA parties were responsible for the
government's failure last week to meet with rebel representatives. Meanwhile, the Central Electoral
Council completed preparations for the March 19 elections. According to German Flamenco, an
alternate member of the council, 1.9 million Salvadorans over 18 years of age were eligible to vote.
Flamenco said 66,580 poll workers would operate 6,357 voting booths and electoral facilities on
March 19. (Basic data from AP, Prensa Latina, 03/03/89; AFP, 03/07/89)
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